Muir-Torre syndrome: case report and review of the literature.
Muir-Torre syndrome (MTS), a subtype of Lynch syndrome II, presents as at least one internal malignancy associated with at least one sebaceous skin tumor. This autosomal-dominant genetic disorder is thought to arise from microsatellite instability. Although not all patients with sebaceous tumors have MTS, even a single biopsy-proven sebaceous adenoma may warrant evaluation for MTS. We report the case of a 76-year-old man with a marked family history of colon cancer; a personal history of colon cancer status post-partial resection of the colon; and multiple cutaneous neoplasms including sebaceous adenomas, sebaceous gland hyperplasia, and basal and squamous cell carcinomas. We review the literature describing MTS and highlight the important role of dermatologists and dermatopathologists in the potential early detection and initial diagnosis of this familial or hereditary colon cancer in patients presenting with cutaneous sebaceous adenomas. Correct diagnosis may be lifesaving in patients with MTS and their at-risk relatives who would benefit from earlier colonoscopy, tumor surveillance, and potential early cancer detection. Muir-Torre syndrome represents yet another dermatologic symptom of an internal disease.